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PhD Programme

“The Built Environment and Society:
Management, Economics and Law”

- An introduction and overview

Peter Ekback (Programme Director)
peter.ekback@abe.kth.se

Some general figures

* KTH-level
- Total number of PhD Programmes: ~ 30
- Total number of PhD students: ~ 2 000
- Total number of examinations per year: ~ 250 PhD, ~ 150 Lic

* PhD Programme-level
- Number of PhD students: 40-50
- Number of PhD examinations per year: 3-4
- Number of Lic examinations per year: 3-4

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 2
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The PhD Programme

= The Built Environment and Society: Management, Economics and
Law

= Two research subjects:
- Real Estate and Construction Management
- Business Studies

"The PhD Programme The Built Environment and Society: Management,
Economics and Law covers a wide range of social issues relating to planning
and building processes and their connection to management, economics and
law. The research in this area is based on fundamental economic and legal
scientific disciplines, and utilizes these in order to analyze topics regarding
influences on development of the society, and concequences e.g. on
economic or legal development.”

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 3

The PhD Programme, management

= Programme Director

= Programme Council
- Programme Director
- Representatives from each division within the department
- PhD student representatives

= Meetings with Programme Council

- Appr. 6-8 times per year
- Decisions on PhD courses, quality management etc.

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 4
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The PhD Programme, general structure

= Structure of studies
- Degree of Doctor: Total of 4 years, of which 1,5 years PhD-courses
and 2,5 years writing PhD thesis

- Degree of Licentiate: Total of 2 years, of which 0,75 years PhD-
courses and 1,25 years writing Licentiate thesis

= Requirements for thesis

- Monography or compilation of scientific articles

- PhD thesis: At least (equivalent to) 4 articles, publishable in reputable
international scientific journals
Lic thesis: At least (equivalent to) 2 articles, publishable in reputable
international scientific journals

= Supervisors
- One main supervisor (minimum Ass. Professor)
- One or more assistant supervisors (minimum Doctoral degree)

Peter Ekbick, Fastighetsvetenskap

PhD courses

= Mandatory courses
- Theory of science and research methods
- Qualitative methods
- Quantitative methods
- Economics, organization and incentives

= Examples of optional courses (given by the department)
Housing economics

Real estate appraisal

Application of game theory in real estate economics

- Real estate theory

- History of enclosure, land tenure, taxation...

Distributive justice and land development

To write a literature revirew in real estate and construction management
Construction management and economics

- Economics of real estate and financial cycles

= Additional courses can be taken at other universities

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap
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Nordic PhD School

= Participation universities
- Aalborg university (Denmark)
- Aalto university (Finland)
- KTH (Stockholm, Sweden)
- Norwegian university of life sciences (Norway)
- LTH (Lund, Sweden)

= Activites
- Conferences
- PhD courses

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 7

Information platform — common website

= Bilda-activity; content
- Information and contact details
- Current PhD Programme (and previous predecessors)
- Plan for coming PhD courses (during next 2 years)
- Materials and literature for current/running PhD courses
- Minutes from meetings with Programme Council
- Internal and external seminars and conferences
- And more ...

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 8
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Individual Study Plan (ISP)

= The individual study plan is an important document for planning
and monitoring the PhD student’s activities and progress

= The document is mandatory as a contract between main
supervisor and the PhD student

= ISP is evaluated and updated at least once every year

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 9

Quality management and assessments

= Higher education ordinance (Government regulations)
< KTH internal regulations

= Guidelines and policies for the PhD Programme

= Quality-meetings with all supervisors

= Department research seminars

= PhD student meetings

= Internal admission committee (Doctoral degree)

- Participation at national and international conferences
= External quality assessments

- Disputation or Licentiate seminar

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 10
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A few examples of current PhD projects (1)

= The Swedish planning and permission system (according to the
Planning and Building Act)

- An analysis in the light of other systems within the countries of the
European Union

- International comparisons and evaluations
- What can we learn from other countries?

= Public control over the division of land into property units

- All measures regarding formation and re-formation of property units
require a public assessment and decision on size, shape, location and
other features

- What would the concequences to society be of liberalizing property
formation?

- The project involves an international comparison

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 11

A few examples of current PhD projects (2)

- Standardization of Real Property Rights and Public Regulations
- Development of The Legal Cadastral Domain Model

- A terminological framwork for cross-border exchange of cadstral
information, independent of legal systems

- Development of model involved case studies of real property rights in
Portugal, Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands and Sweden

= Peri-Urban Land Tenure in Ethiopia

- Investigation and analysis of the transition from rural land tenure
system to urban land tenure system, due to urbanization in Ethiopia
- Suggestions for a new land development tool (land readjustment) as

a means to encourage participation and voluntary contribution of peri-
urban land for urbanization

Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 12
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Peter Ekback, Fastighetsvetenskap 13
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LhdGphnydh  hhduwnpwdp, Fphunwlwywlt  wywntdhwl,
UpdGunutph punphnpnp W 2w wyp pwpbgnpéwywt  Ywd
wnlinpwiht yuguwytpwniggniuubn:

Fwpe Uww hwdwuwpwul npwdwnpnud £ wuwhpwunwywl
UprenLencu W hGunwagnunipnLlu hpwywuwgubno
huwpwdnpnieintt hp hElnwgnunwywu nupngutpnud (UpdGuwnh
L “Yhqwjuh nwpng, Yppeniejwl  hUunpwnnin, 3Incdwlhnwp
aghunintuutph W wyniewhb wpryntuwptpnuenlulEph nuynpng,
[Swuwpwynipjwl, datnuwpywunhpneejwl W Spowlyw dhowywynh
nwnng, Gpwdunniejwl W juwnwpnnuywl wpdGunubph nwpng):
Swdwpuwpwul  ntuh wppunyd  hGnpnthwywt  wynype, npp
ghunwywl wnnwdny ngtusnn £, huly dwutwghunwywl wnnudny’
oguwywn, huy nuwunnubpp htwpwynipgntt nltuEl ogundG
hwdwuwpwuh Jwulwghunwywl W ghinwywu thnpdwnnipnlupg:

UUMhruLsSuyudyL urenke3uL IpULUYUL
unu4vGLNHRe3NFLLENC FUR UMU IUUULUUCrULNFU

Fwpe Uww hwdwuwpwunwd Ubpywywgydt, W pulwpyyt)
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